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Traffic accidents in road and rail transport claimed about 44 000 lives 
in the EU in 1998; more than 1.7 million persons were injured. 
For the EU as a whole, road transport fatalities have been in constant 
decline, showing a 44% decrease compared to 1970 despite the fact 
that road transport more than doubled in the same period. 
However, in 1998 some Member States had more than four times as 
many deaths per head of population as the safest countries. 
Rail transport resulted in relatively few fatalities, with a 
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Figure 1 : Number of persons killed 
in road accidents — EU-15 
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Figure 2: Number of persons killed 
in accidents involving 
railways — EU-15 
■ 
Fewer road deaths despite more traffic 
Manuscript completed on: 06.06.2000 
ISSN 1562-1324 
Catalogue number: CA-NZ-OO-003-EN-C 
Price in Luxembourg per single copy 
(excl. VAT): EUR 6 
© European Communities, 2000 
Road traffic accidents account for the vast majority of the fatalities registered and 
represent the first cause of death for persons under 40. A fatal road accident 
represents an average loss of 40 years (cancer: 10.5, cardio-vascular illnesses: 9.7), 
compared to normal life expectancy. 
A large number of measures for increased road safety have been taken in the past 
on Community, national and local level. Improved road design, changes in legislation 
on drink-driving, higher safety-standards of vehicles, introduction of speed limits, 
stricter rules on truck and bus driving times, better monitoring of the roadworthiness 
of vehicles have considerably reduced the number of road transport related fatalities, 
despite the constant increase of traffic. 
However, differences in safety levels between Member States still exist and leave 
potential for further improvement. 
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Figure 3: Number of persons killed in road accidents per million inhabitants 
Figure 3 and Table 2 outline that Sweden shows the lowest 
levels (60 fatalities per million inhabitants), followed by 
the United Kingdom (61), the Netherlands (68) and 
Finland (78), whilst the figures for Greece (212) and 
Portugal (243) indicate a much higher fatality rate. 
Germany and Italy show a death rate close to the EU 
averaae. 
The general downward trend which has been predominant 
in the EU since the early 1970s is not followed by Greece, 
Spain and Portugal where car ownership has grown very 
fast and road fatalities are still at a high level. A significant 
decline in Spain and in Portugal was registered only from 
the early 1990s onwards. Greece is the only country where 




















































































































































































Table 1: Number of persons killed in road accidents 




















































































































































































Table 2: Number of persons killed in road accidents per million inhabitants 
Breakdown of persons killed in road accidents in 1997 
There were more drivers killed (63.6%) than any other type 
of road user. 
Younger drivers (less than 34 years) are particularly 
vulnerable (40.6% of all drivers killed) and more than 
a quarter (25.7%) of those were in the under 25 age group. 
Pedestrians, particularly older pedestrians (aged 65 and 
over), remain very much at risk from death on the roads. 




■ Drivers and passengers of cycles, mopeds and motor cycles 
Ξ Drivers and passengers of passenger cars 
□ Other drivers and passengers 
Figure 4: Breakdown of persons killed in road accidents 
by category of user in 1997 - EU-15 
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□ Persons killed in road accidents □Population 
Figure 5: Breakdown of persons killed in road accidents 
and population by age group in 1997 - EU-15 
In general, road accidents are more likely to occur 
on roads in built-up urban areas. However, fatal 
accidents happen much more likely on the faster 
roads (68.6%). 
Most accidents occur towards the end of the week, 
on Fridays (14.7%), on Saturdays (16.9%) and 
on Sundays (16.6%). 
In 1997, the majority (74.9%) of fatal accidents 
occurred when the road surface was dry and more 




Figure 6: Breakdown of persons killed in road accidents 




Figure 7: Breakdown of persons killed in road accidents 
by type of accident in 1997- EU-15 
Inside built-up areas 
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Rail fatalities low, variable from year to year 
The situation differs for accidents linked to railways. 
At EU level, the absolute number of deaths fluctuated around 
1 000 victims per year since 1990. A slight decrease can be 
observed in recent years, although strong fluctuations exist 
between individual years. This is particularly visible 
in Table 3, where the number of fatalities per country is 
presented. Table 4 indicates that only a minority of victims are 
passengers travelling in trains. Most fatalities are registered in 
accidents occurring at railway level crossings (victims 
travelling in road vehicles are counted here as rail accident 
victims), accidents during shunting procedures and track 
maintenance works, without however claiming victims among 
the passengers travelling in this transport mode. This should 
be taken into account when looking at Figure 2 and Figure 8 
where these victims are considered. 
Accidents in rail transport do not occur very frequently, 
especially in small countries. Thus, statistics fluctuate strongly 
and limit the comparability of modes. Moreover, in some 
cases the definition of'accidents' and 'injured persons' differs 



































































































































































































































































































































































Table 4: Number of railway passengers killed in accidents involving railways 
eurostat 
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Deaths per thousand million pkm travelled 
Figure 8 (EU-15), Table 5 and Table 6 (by Member 
State) outline the number of deaths per thousand 
million passenger-kilometre (pkm) travelled. It should 
be noted that for the road data, pedestrians and cyclists 
killed by passenger cars are included. 
These data demonstrate the continuing advantage of rail 
transport, which has about one-twentieth of the number 
of passenger deaths per passenger-kilometre, compared 
to road transport. 
However, there has been a proportionately greater 
reduction in road deaths than in rail deaths over the 



















































































































































































































































































































































Table 6: Deaths of railway passengers killed per I 000 million pkm in accidents involving railways 
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> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 
Number of persons killed in road accidents 
Persons killed are all persons killed within 30 days of the accident. For Member States not using this definition [Greece (3 days up to 1995), Spain (1 day up to 1992), 
France (6 days), Italy (7 days), Austria (3 days up to 1991) and Portugal (1 day)] corrective factors were applied (Greece 1.18, Spain 1.3, France 1.09 up to 1993 and 
1.057 from 1994, Italy 1.078, Austria 1.12 and Portugal 1.3). 
Category of user 
Driver: Any person who drives a motor vehicle or other vehicle (including a cycle), or who guides cattle, singly or in herds, or flocks, draught, pack or 
saddle animals on a road. 
Passenger: Any person, other than the driver, who is in or on a vehicle. 
Pedestrian: Any person other than a driver or a passenger according to the above definitions. Persons pushing or pulling a child's carriage, a bath chair or 
invalid chair, or any other small vehicle without an engine, or pushing a cycle or moped, and handicapped persons travelling in invalid chairs 
propelled by such persons or moving at walking pace shall be treated as pedestrians. 
Cycle: Any road vehicle which has at least two wheels and is propelled solely by the muscular energy of the person(s) on that vehicle, in particular by 
means of a pedal system, lever or handle (e.g. bicycles, tricycles, quadricycles and invalid carriages). 
Moped: Any two-wheeled or three-wheeled road vehicle which is fitted with an internal combustion engine having a cylinder capacity not exceeding 50 
cc.(3.05 cu. in.) and a maximum design speed not exceeding 50km (30 miles) per hour. 
Motor cycle: Two-wheeled road motor vehicle with or without side-car, including motor scooter, or three-wheeled road motor vehicle not exceeding 400kg 
(900 lb) unladen weight. This term does not include mopeds. 
Passenger car: P.oad meter vehicle, other than a motor cy;!·.·, intended for the transport of passengers and seating not more than nine persons (including the 
driver). The term "passenger car" therefore covers taxis and hired vehicles, provided that they have fewer than ten seats. 
Accidents between vehicle and pedestrian: 
Single vehicle accidents: 
Accidents between vehicles: 
All accidents: 
Built-up area: 
Type of accident 
Accidents involving one or several vehicles and pedestrians irrespective of whether the pedestrian was involved in 
the first or a later phase of the accident and whether the pedestrian was injured or killed on or off the road. 
Accidents involving no collision with other road users, even through the may be involved, i.e., vehicle trying to 
avoid collision and veering off the road, or accidents caused by collision with obstructions or animals on the road. 
Collisions with parked vehicles belong to the next type. 
Remainder of the two previous types. 
Accidents occurred on motorways, inside built-up areas and outside built-up areas. 
An area with entries and exits especially sign-posted as such. 
Data not adjusted for different definitions of deaths (see above). 
Figure 1 & Figure 3 
Railwavs 
Persons killed are all persons killed within 30 days of the accidenti (definition not applied by all Member States). 
Deaths per 1 000 million pkm travelled 




Tables 3. 4 and 6: 
United Kingdom: National statistics 
Figure 2 and Figure 8 (for rail and railway 
passengers): 
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